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Dear Friends and Partners, 

 

A very warm welcome to Hanuman’s Cambodia Safari planner, your guide to arranging original and innovative tours to the parts 
of the kingdom that others cannot reach. 

 

We are pleased to bring you a range of signature safaris for the coming year, including the renowned Temple Safari to the 
remote temples of Cambodia’s far north, the popular Beach Safari to the tropical islands off the South Coast, and the newer 
Sacred Mountain Safari which includes a night on the holy mountain of Phnom Kulen near Siem Reap and the temples of Angkor. 
Whether you choose a one-night Temple Safari to Banteay Chhmar or Koh Ker, or a full Cambodia Safari that includes temples 
and beaches, let this Safari planner inspire you and your guests to experience something unique and different, the sort of trip 
most visitors only get to dream about. 

 

Hanuman is also pleased to announce two categories of Temple Safari, Temple Safari ‘Adventure’ and Temple Safari ‘In Style’. 
In Style is a new product with all new tents and fine furnishings, closer to a semi-permanent African-style camp than the 
established Adventure safaris.  
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THE CAMBODIA SAFARI EXPERIENCE  
 
Temple Safari was originally conceived to take visitors off the beaten path to encounter the magnificent jungle temples beyond 
Angkor, far from the madding crowds. The roads were sometimes bumpy and the temples sometimes dilapidated, but the 
intimate experience of camping at the walls of an ancient monument more than compensated for some hardships along the 
way. Many of the roads have since been rebuilt and many of the temples are under renovation, but the essence of the 
experience remains the same – Temple Safari delivers the Angkor experience of old, timeless temples with not a visitor in sight. 
Witness the most atmospheric temple ruins on earth, forgotten in the forests for almost a millennia. See sunrise inching over 
the horizon, the temple ruins lost amid the jungle canopy, the modern world forgotten for a moment in time. 
 
The safaris are very much a seasonal adventure. Anyone who has had experience of camping in the rain will understand that 
the wet season is not the ideal time to undertake a safari. The best season for undertaking a safari is from November through 
to April, roughly corresponding to the dry season and the tourist high season. May, June and July need not be a bad time 
either, as it is hard to predict when the rains will come. October is also usually possible, as the rains are easing up at this time, 
although later in the month is a safer bet. We would not recommend a safari trip during August and September. 
 
Travel on safari is by comfortable 4WD. The usual vehicle of choice is a Toyota Landcruiser, as this is built to tackle tough 
roads. However, we also use Nissan Patrols and Mitsubishi Pajeros for the more accessible Temple Safaris at Banteay Chhmar 
and Koh Ker. For the Beach Safaris, it is possible to use a car or minibus, as the roads to the South Coast are in good shape. 
Cambodia Safaris can be tackled by motorbike with support vehicle for the more adventurous at heart. Those with some dirt-
biking experience will find the trails of Preah Vihear province some of the most exhilarating biking in the world, with the pay-
off of camping out at remote jungle temples at the end of the day. Motorbike tours include a support vehicle, a mechanic and 
motorbiking tour guide. For incentive groups or VIPs looking for something very different, we can also arrange a quad biking 
adventure from Beng Mealea to Preah Khan along the ancient Angkor highway known as Route 66, complete with incredible 
naga-flanked bridges in the jungle.  
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The safaris are not for everyone. It may be camping in style, but it is still camping. For those used to African adventures, it will 
be very familiar, but for others used to hotel chains and sanitized surroundings it may not be ideal. Cambodia remains a very 
poor country, with limited infrastructure, and this becomes more apparent the further visitors venture from the Siem Reap-
Angkor bubble. However, as a taste of the ‘real’ Cambodia, it is an unrivalled experience that will remain with guests forever. 

 

Adventure vs In Style 
So how do we differentiate the new ‘Adventure’ and ‘In Style’ classifications? This is done in a number of ways, ranging from all 
new tents with sophisticated bathrooms to an all-round higher level of service on the ‘In Style’ trips. If the original Temple 
Safari is a 3* camping experience, then ‘In Style’ is more like 4* boutique camping, akin to the level of service and experience 
at a boutique hotel. Looking in more depth, the new-look tents include fully-appointed hotel-style bathrooms, complete with 
flush toilet, wash basin and stylish toiletries. The furnishings are all wood, including full-size single beds, tables and chairs and 
clothes rails, plus an antique brass fan. Service is taken to another level, including bath robe, slippers and orchids on the bed 
with a turndown service. Meals are fully catered as before, but with a butler service and beer and wine is also included, not 
only soft drinks and water.  

 

The Tents 
The Angkor Safari Tents allow Hanuman to take guests to places in Cambodia that currently have no or little tourism 
infrastructure, ensuring a truly unique experience. The tents are based upon the tried and tested African safari tents and are 
fully waterproof. Each day they are pitched at our destination by our staff on a durable tarpaulin and they consist of two 
layers. The inner layer comes with complete mosquito and insect protection and includes five meshed windows for light and 
breeze during the day. The overall dimensions of the tent are 3m wide x 4m long x 2.5m high. Yes, you heard it right, 2.5m 
high offering standing room throughout. The ‘Adventure’ tents include a separate bathroom and shower tent located near the 
main sleeping tent, while the new ‘In Style’ tents include a smarter bathroom, in some cases linked to the rear of the main 
tent by a small ante-room for luggage storage.  
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The Itineraries 
The itineraries featured in this booklet are just a smattering of samples to inspire your travel planning. However, there are 
many more combinations available that we haven’t included here, so don’t feel that this booklet contains your only options. 
Hanuman pride itself on flexibility and we are happy to work closely with you to craft each itinerary and experience to fit the 
client. For those that are really looking to have the complete safari experience in Cambodia, it is possible to plan a two-week 
tour, that includes some time in the lively capital, a detour to the south coast and a Beach Safari experience, and the signature 
Temple Safari experience on the road to Angkor. 

 

Responsible Tourism 
Hanuman is a strong supporter of responsible tourism and sustainable tourism practices. Our safari trips include a commitment 
to responsible tourism. Temple Safari has been an employment generator in areas that previously had no economy beyond 
agriculture. Hanuman has trained up a support team to assist with preparing and supplying the camps. Food and general 
supplies are sourced locally where possible, although this is not always possible in the case of certain luxuries. Hanuman 
employs up to 10 people on a part-time basis in each safari location, working as anything from cooks and cleaners to porters 
and security. Even on trips like Beach Safari we endeavour to buy fresh fish direct from local fishermen on the islands, rather 
than bringing supplies from the mainland. Guests can rest assured that their Cambodian safari will be doing its little bit to help 
the local economy in remote areas. We are also big supporters of NGO and community projects up and down the country, 
ranging from Friends or Romdeng restaurants in Phnom Penh to Artisans d’Angkor in Siem Reap. On our safari trips, we build in 
good cause visits where suitable, such as Weaves of Cambodia in Tbeng Meanchey or Starfish Bakery in Sihanoukville. 
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TEMPLE SAFARI IN THE PRESS 
 
Temple Safari has received widespread praise in the international press, as an innovative and original trip offering something 
very different from the competition. Here are some press reviews of Temple Safari: 
 
Camping it up in Cambodia   
The Sunday Times, 02 July 2006 
 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/travel/destinations/south_east_asia/article1095344.ece  
 
A new tented jungle tour sidesteps Angkor to find the real riches of Cambodia: just mind those arachnids, says Vincent Crump 
 
“Angkor must be seen, certainly — but if you wonder what the 1,000-year-old civilisation of the Khmers looked like before it 
got “discovered” by French colonists and tarted up for the megaphone masses, you need to strike out beyond Siem Reap into 
Cambodia’s steaming, spidery highlands. Here lie the outposts of Khmer empire: Sambor Prei Kuk, a religious complex even 
older than Angkor; Koh Ker, jungle stronghold of the usurper king Jayavarman IV; and especially Preah Vihear, a cathedral-sized 
monastery chipped into the top of a 2,000ft crag. A new “temple safari” promises to take travellers with intrepid urges to find 
them — and that’s what I’ve signed up for: just me and my tent (and my driver, my tour guide, my cook and my factotum).” 
 
“This is Indiana Jones made real: along shadowy corridors, into flooded vaults, never sure whether you’ll find Buddhas or bats. 
We finally emerge onto a craggy balcony 2,000ft above the jungle, where kings once came to greet their gods. Sunset seeps 
across the plain; the roar of the cicadas is lion-loud. It’s quite incredible. It’s the most astounding camp site I’ve been to… I 
feel privileged to be here and very well looked after.”  
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A Temple All to Ourselves   
The Daily Telegraph, 28 April 2007 
 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/asia/cambodia/740955/A-temple-all-to-ourselves.html  
 
Tired of the crowds of Angkor Wat, Francisca Kellett follows in the footsteps of Indiana Jones to explore the little-known ruins 
of Cambodia – and finds them well worth a bone-crunching drive or two.  
 
“We escaped Siem Reap on what they call a temple safari, a promise of a three-day adventure into the wild north-west. Here, 
we would take in some of the least-visited ruins in the country and camp out, alone, in their shadows... We camped just 
outside the walls of Koh Ker, once capital of the Angkor empire. A hundred temples are hidden in the silvery-grey forest, from 
dark stone structures sheltering giant stone phalluses to large red-brick temples smothered by strangler figs.” 
 
Cambodia at Peace    
The Times, 28 April 2007 
 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/travel/destinations/south_east_asia/article1808135.ece  
 
After a 12-year gap, Travel Editor Cath Urqhart returns to Cambodia to find a country at peace with itself. 
 “We loaded up the Jeep with tents, food and campbeds and we headed north to Koh Ker and Beng Mealea for a “temple 
safari”. Both temples are spectacular, in different ways. Beng Mealea, thought to date from the 12th century, is dangerously 
dilapidated, and we rock-hopped across chunks of collapsed walls, finding carved apsaras (dancing girls) under the jungle 
thicket. Koh Ker, where we camped, was quite different: an enormous, and well preserved, seven-tiered pyramid, with a 
precarious steel ladder to the top, at 35m, offering views of the jungle canopy. The only other tourists were a party of 
Cambodian nuns on a day trip.” 
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Tomb raiding, fried tarantula and sunrise over the world's greatest wonders in Cambodia  

The Daily Mail, 4 April 2009 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/article-1167622/Tomb-raiding-fried-tarantula-sunrise-worlds-greatest-wonders-
Cambodia.html 
 

 “We were spending the night in what our tour company called a 'luxury safari camp', with the promise of a 'traditional local 
dinner'. My immediate thought was of a tarantula starter, followed by civet cat, gently roasted after being shot out of a tree by 
a member of the kitchen staff armed with a catapult. The orange canvas tents of the camp were set up almost against the 
walls of an ancient temple, in a forest clearing. As darkness fell, oil-rag torches lit up the pathways to the dining area. A 
substantial table with matching chairs, crisp tablecloth and napkins had been set up for the traditional local meal. It also came 
with a printed, gold-embossed menu and waiters in uniform. Soon a long glass of gin and tonic was coursing into my pot hole-
battered limbs, followed by a substantial goblet of Chardonnay. Boy, the locals around here really live well, I thought. The 
dinner itself was a menu that might have come from the kitchens of a Raffles hotel.” 
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CELEBRITIES ON SAFARI 
 
 
Gordon Ramsay 
Gordon’s Great Escapes, 2010 
 
TV chef Gordon Ramsay travelled to remote Mondulkiri Province for a Bunong minority wedding. As well as helping to collecting 
honey and witnessing a buffalo sacrifice, he also stayed overnight in one of Hanuman’s safari tents in the remote jungle. 
 
Samantha Brown 
Samantha Brown’s Passport to Asia, 2010 
 
Popular US presenter Sam Brown explored much of Asia for her 2010 series, but Cambodia was the one country she loved more 
than all the rest. The episode closes with a beautiful Beach Safari in Ream National Park as she muses over her experiences.  
 
Charley Boorman 
By Any Means, 2008 
 
One half of the famed Long Way Round and Long Way Down team with actor Ewan McGregor, Charley travelled through 
Cambodia as part of his overland journey from London to Sydney, which included a Temple Safari at Beng Mealea.  
 
Austin Stevens  
Snakemaster: In Search of the Flying Snake, 2005 
 
South African snake expert Austin Stevens came to Cambodia for an episode of Snakemaster for Animal Planet and the support 
crew camped out at Beng Mealea temple for about six days, including full catering support for 10 people.  
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TEMPLE SAFARIS TO THE JUNGLE TEMPLES OF NORTHERN CAMBODIA 
 
Temple Safari is our signature trip and the most popular of the safaris that Hanuman has created. It was conceived on a trip to 
Uganda and Rwanda by Executive Director Kulikar Sotho. Inspired by the safari experience in the national parks of East Africa, 
she wanted to offer something unique in Cambodia. The wildlife of Cambodia is in remote and inaccessible areas of dense 
forest, so the logical option was to substitute temples for animals and Temple Safari was born. Guests can be transported back 
in time to an era before mass tourism and enjoy the intimacy and privacy of a remote jungle temple all to themselves. Solitary 
sunsets, spiritual sunrises, the Temple Safari experience brings the magic back to travel. 
 
Temple Safari currently covers four principal complexes in Northwestern Cambodia, which include the signature faces of 
Banteay Chhmar, the incredible pyramid temple at Koh Ker, the vast temple of Preah Khan, and the king of the mountain 
temples, Preah Vihear. Temple Safaris can also be arranged on request to places like Beng Mealea and Sambor Prei Kuk, as well 
as really remote temples for archaeologists, filmmakers or those with a keen interest in Cambodia’s ancient past.  
 
For guests that only have the time to do a one night Temple Safari trip, the best options are Koh Ker and the Sacred Mountain 
Safari on Phnom Kulen, as both are accessible in less than three hours from Siem Reap. Koh Ker is a popular option as it 
includes a visit to the jungle temple of Beng Mealea en route. Koh Ker was a 10th century rival capital to Angkor and is home to 
a prolific array of temples from this era. The Mayan-esque step pyramid of Prasat Thom is most impressive, but other smaller 
temples are also striking, including Prasat Bram with its suffocating strangler figs.  
 
Launched last year as our Phnom Kulen Safari, we have rebranded this adventurous trip as the Sacred Mountain Safari. Phnom 
Kulen is one of the most holy places in Cambodia, the location where King Jayavarman II proclaimed the independence of 
Cambodia and pronounced himself a Deva Raja or God-King. Located about 50km from Siem Reap, the jungle plateau is home to 
a rich array of natural and historic sites offering the most diverse variety of experiences among our safari products. The Sacred 
Mountain Safari is a fantastic way to get off-the-beaten-track around the temples of Angkor and get closer to nature at this 
remote and beautiful location. If clients are to do just one safari on their trip to Cambodia, this would currently be our top 
recommendation for the sheer variety of attractions and experiences. 
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Other Temple Safaris include the farther flung temples of Banteay Chhmar, Preah Khan or Preah Vihear for a daytime visit. 
Banteay Chhmar is undergoing extensive renovations and offers some superb examples of Jayavarman VII face temples. Our 
camp here is set by the walls of an atmospheric face temple smothered in jungle.  
 
Preah Khan was the largest single temple constructed during the Angkor period and includes some important satellite temples 
such as the faces of Prasat Preah Stung. Sadly, it was heavily looted during the 1990s The access roads to this temple are 
extremely challenging, adding up to make this an experience more for the dedicated temple hunter.  
 
Preah Vihear is the most spectacularly situated of any of the Angkorian temples, clinging to a clifftop on the Dangrek Mountains 
high above the plains of Cambodia. Once our most popular safari experience, we have not operated overnight safaris there for 
several years now, due to the ongoing border dispute between Cambodia and Thailand. Some guests are still choosing to visit 
the site during the day as part of a safari routing that takes in a loop from Siem Reap via Beng Mealea and Koh Ker before 
returning to town via the former Khmer Rouge stronghold of Anlong Veng. We hope the situation will stabilise soon and that we 
can once again spend the night as this most mountainous of mountain temples. For the time being, we will monitor the 
situation carefully and may have to alter itineraries at short notice if the border dispute erupts into conflict.  
 
The lost temple of Beng Mealea is the titanic of temples, a slumbering giant lost for centuries in the forests of Cambodia. It is 
the most accessible of Angkor’s lost temples, a mirror image of Angkor Wat, but utterly consumed by the voracious appetite of 
nature. Constructed by Suryavarman II (1113-1150), the builder of Angkor Wat, the forest has run riot here and it is hard to get 
a sense of the monument’s shape amid the daunting ruins. Here it is possible to enjoy an Indiana Jones experience clambering 
about the vast ruin. For those who want a more gentle adventure, there is also a sturdy wooden walkway running right into the 
heart of the temple. 
 
The following routes are just a sample of the many combinations that are possible. Feel free to use these in your itinerary 
planning or contact one of our senior team for up-to-the-minute advice on how to best build a Temple Safari into a trip to 
Cambodia. 
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Koh Ker Temple Safari         (2 days/1 night) 
 
Day 1: Siem Reap to Koh Ker Temple Safari 
We travel to the lost temple of Beng Mealea, the titanic of temples, a slumbering giant lost for centuries in the forests of 
Cambodia. It is the most accessible of Angkor’s lost temples, a mirror image of Angkor Wat, but utterly consumed by the 
voracious appetite of nature. Constructed by Suryavarman II (1113-1150), the builder of Angkor Wat, the forest has run riot 
here and it is hard to get a sense of the monument’s shape amid the daunting ruins.  

Here it is possible to enjoy an Indiana Jones experience clambering about the vast ruin. For those who want a more 
gentle adventure, there is also a sturdy wooden walkway running right into the heart of the temple. It is also possible to visit a 
nearby Angkor-era quarry from where stone was cut to build these massive monuments.  

We then head into the bush to the remote Angkor capital of Koh Ker. The history of Cambodia is riven with dynastic 
spats and political intrigue and one of the most memorable came in the 10th century when Jayavarman IV (928-942) fell out 
with his family, stormed off to the northwest and established the rival capital of Koh Ker. Although the capital for just 15 
years, Jayavarman IV was determined to legitimise his rule through a prolific building programme that left a legacy of 30 major 
temples and some gargantuan sculpture that is on display in the National Museum in Phnom Penh. 

We visit the vast Prasat Thom, a seven-storey step pyramid, more Mayan than Khmer, with commanding views over 
the surrounding forest. Nearby is Prasat Krahom or Red Temple, named after the stone from which it is built. 

There are many more temples in the area, including the five towers of Prasat Ling, each enclosing a giant linga or 
fertility symbol, the biggest and best found in situ anywhere in Cambodia. We then return to our camp for the night, spending 
the night in a smart safari tent. 
 
Day 2: Koh Ker to Siem Reap  
We rise early to enjoy a sunrise across the temple complex of Koh Ker and explore some of its lesser sites before setting out for 
the return trip to Siem Reap where we check into our hotel and enjoy some rest and relaxation. It is also possible to combine 
this short temple safari with a trip to the incredible stilted village of Kompong Khleang on the Tonle Sap Lake or the holy 
mountain of Phnom Kulen with its sacred River of a Thousand Lingas. 
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Sacred Mountain Safari         (2 days/1 night)  
 
Day 1 Siem Reap to Phnom Kulen 
This adventurous safari starts with a beautiful drive up the mountain road, winding through dense jungle past strange boulder 
formations. Once at the summit, we visit the giant reclining Buddha of Preah Ang Thom, an important place of pilgrimage for 
Cambodians with great views across the surrounding jungle. After lunch, we continue to our camp location with panoramic 
views of lowland Siem Reap province below. We trek for 4km to the giant stone animals of Sra Damrei, including a life-size 
elephant standing guard on the cliffside. We then continue our trek back to camp via a different 5km route. After a catered 
dinner under the stars, we retire for the night in our safari style tent.  
 
Day 2 Phnom Kulen to Siem Reap 
The next morning we offer the option of another trek to an old temple site before visiting the River of a Thousand Lingas, 
where small phalluses are carved into the riverbed itself. Later we continue to the attractive waterfall where it is possible to 
bathe in the splashpool. There is a small Angkorian temple at the top of the falls and a popular picnic area for Cambodians 
where we enjoy a local lunch before returning to Siem Reap.  
 
 
Beng Mealea Temple Safari                (2 days/1 night) 
 
Day 1 Siem Reap to Beng Mealea 
We travel to the lost temple of Beng Mealea, a giant of a temple lost for centuries in the forests of Cambodia, arriving after 
lunchtime. Entering from the south, you’ll weave your way through dark chambers and over piles of sandstone blocks, spotting 
the impressive carvings and the well-preserved library as you explore this behemoth of a temple, with its numerous nooks and 
crannies awaiting your footprint. The wooden walkway was originally constructed for the filming of the movie Two Brothers in 
2004. We then head for our overnight safari accommodation inside the forgotten satellite temple of Prasat Chrey, a kilometre 
away from the main complex. A catered dinner will be served. 
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Day 2 Beng Mealea to Siem Reap  
After breakfast at our secluded temple location, we can return for an early morning visit to Beng Mealea or head to a nearby 
Angkor-era quarry from where stone was cut to build these massive monuments. You can then continue onto other temple sites, 
or head back to Siem Reap for some rest and relaxation. 
 
 
Phnom Penh to Siem Reap via Preah Khan & Koh Ker      (4 days/3 nights) 
 
Day 1: Phnom Penh to Kompong Thom 
We leave the Cambodia capital after an early breakfast and make for the provincial capital of Kompong Thom. We also offer 
the chance to stop at Skuon, affectionately known as Spiderville, famous for its deep-friend tarantulas, a local delicacy. We 
can stop to visit some smaller temples along the way, including the elegant Prasat Guha Nokor, an 11th century sandstone and 
laterite temple set within the grounds of a modern wat.  We enjoy lunch and check into our hotel. 
After lunch we explore the impressive pre-Angkorian capital of Isanapura, known today as Sambor Prei Kuk. The first major 
temple city in South-East Asia, the brick temples of Sambor Prei Kuk are a peaceful contrast to their more illustrious neighbours 
at Angkor. This also offers us a wonderful chronological insight into architectural development over time, as these structures 
are some of the earliest temples in Cambodia. We explore the main temples here, including Prasat Tao with its elaborately 
coiffured lions and Prasat Sambor, with its crumbling sanctuaries. We return to Kompong Thom to rest and enjoy dinner. 
 
Day 2: Kompong Thom to Preah Khan Temple Safari 
We continue to the remote complex of Preah Khan. This extremely remote temple is often referred to as Preah Khan Kompong 
Svay by scholars or Prasat Bakan by locals. The largest single enclosure constructed during the age of Angkor, its total area is 
larger even than that of Angkor Thom and it is believed to have been the second city of the Khmer Empire, where mighty King 
Jayavarman VII was educated. 

There are several principal structures at Preah Khan, including four-faced Prasat Preah Stung, a trademark of 
Jayavarman VII constructed in the style of the Bayon, and delicate Prasat Damrei, or Elephant Temple, a small pyramid with 
two elegant carved elephants ceremoniously adorned by locals. The main structure is of gigantic proportions, but has fallen 
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victim to looting in past years due to its remoteness. However, some carvings remain and the extensive outer walls are in solid 
shape. After starting to explore this immense temple, we spend the night in our signature safari tent. 

 

Day 3 Preah Khan to Koh Ker Temple Safari 

After the option of sunrise at the remote temple of Preah Khan, we leave some time free to explore more of this vast complex. 
We travel northeast to the provincial capital of Tbeng Meanchey, one of the most remote towns in Cambodia. Here we visit the 
Weaves of Cambodia project, where from the red earth of Preah Vihear a community of determined landmine survivors is 
creating a sustainable income through traditional weaving. We can visit the workshop, learn about the silk process and meet 
some of the weavers.  

We are making for the remote Angkor capital of Koh Ker. Although the capital for just 15 years, Jayavarman IV was 
determined to legitimise his rule through a prolific building programme that left a legacy of 30 major temples and some 
gargantuan sculpture that is on display in the National Museum in Phnom Penh. 

We visit Prasat Thom, a seven-storey step pyramid, more Mayan than Khmer, with commanding views over the 
surrounding forest. Nearby is Prasat Krahom or Red Temple, named after the pinkish Banteay Srei-style stone from which it is 
built. There are many more temples in the area, including the five towers of Prasat Ling, each enclosing a giant linga or 
fertility symbol, the biggest and best found in situ anywhere in Cambodia. We then return to our camp for the night, spending 
the night in a smart safari tent. 

 

Day 4 Koh Ker to Siem Reap  

After breakfast, we travel to the lost temple of Beng Mealea, the titanic of temples, a slumbering giant lost for centuries in the 
forests of Cambodia. It is the most accessible of Angkor’s lost temples, a mirror image of Angkor Wat, but utterly consumed by 
the voracious appetite of nature. Constructed by Suryavarman II (1113-1150), the builder of Angkor Wat, the forest has run riot 
here and it is hard to get a sense of the monument’s shape amid the daunting ruins.  



 

Hanuman 
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam 

  
 

 

 

Travel with a Personal Touch 
 

 

 

 
 

www.hanuman.travel Page 20 
 

 



 

Hanuman 
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam 

  
 

 

 

Travel with a Personal Touch 
 

 

 

 
 

www.hanuman.travel Page 21 
 

 
Here it is possible to enjoy an Indiana Jones experience clambering about the vast ruin. For those who want a more 

gentle adventure, there is also a sturdy wooden walkway running right into the heart of the temple. It is also possible to visit a 
nearby Angkor-era quarry from where stone was cut to build these massive monuments. We then head for Siem Reap for some 
rest and relaxation after our adventurous journey to remote Cambodia. 
 
 
Siem Reap to Phnom Penh via Preah Vihear, Koh Ker, Preah Khan Temple Safari   (4 days/3 nights) 
 
Day 1: Siem Reap via Preah Vihear to Tbeng Meanchey  
We head north via Anlong Veng, a former Khmer Rouge stronghold until the end of the civil war in 1998, to the magnificent 
Preah Vihear. The snaking road up the mountain is very steep in places and we eventually emerge at the second enclosure of 
this king of the mountain temples. We explore the temple on foot and continue onwards to the final level, clinging to a cliff 
face in the Dangrek Mountains, towering hundreds of metres above lowland Cambodia below. The views from this most 
mountainous of temple mountains are breathtaking, the foundation stones of the temple stretching to the edge of the cliff as it 
plunges precipitously away to the plains of Preah Vihear province below. We then head to the provincial town of Tbeng 
Meanchey for our overnight accommodation in a comfortable hotel. 
 
Day 2: Tbeng Meanchey to Koh Ker  
After breakfast we continue to the remote Angkor capital of Koh Ker. The history of Cambodia is riven with dynastic spats and 
political intrigue and one of the most memorable came in the 10th century when Jayavarman IV (928-942) fell out with his 
family, stormed off to the northwest and established the rival capital of Koh Ker. Although the capital for just 15 years, 
Jayavarman IV was determined to legitimise his rule through a prolific building programme that left a legacy of 30 major 
temples and some gargantuan sculpture that is on display in the National Museum in Phnom Penh. 

We visit the vast Prasat Thom, a seven-storey step pyramid, more Mayan than Khmer, with commanding views over 
the surrounding forest. Nearby is Prasat Krahom or Red Temple, named after the pinkish stone from which it is built. 
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There are many more temples in the area, including the five towers of Prasat Ling, each enclosing a giant linga or 
fertility symbol, the biggest and best found in situ anywhere in Cambodia. We then return to our camp for the night, spending 
the night in a smart safari tent in the forest near the walls of Prasat Thom. 
 
Day 3: Koh Ker to Preah Khan 
We rise early to enjoy a sunrise across the Koh Ker complex. After breakfast, we travel to the remote complex of Preah Khan. 
This extremely remote temple is often referred to as Preah Khan Kompong Svay by scholars or Prasat Bakan by locals. The 
largest single enclosure constructed during the age of Angkor, its total area is larger even than that of Angkor Thom and it is 
believed to have been the second city of the Khmer Empire, where mighty King Jayavarman VII was educated. 

There are several principal structures at Preah Khan, including four-faced Prasat Preah Stung, a trademark of 
Jayavarman VII constructed in the style of the Bayon, and delicate Prasat Damrei, or Elephant Temple, a small pyramid with 
two elegant carved elephants ceremoniously adorned by locals. The main structure is of gigantic proportions, but has fallen 
victim to looting in past years due to its remoteness. However, some carvings remain and the extensive outer walls are in solid 
shape. After exploring this immense temple, we spend the night in our Angkor safari tent. 
 
Day 4: Preah Khan via Kompong Thom to Phnom Penh 
After the option of sunrise at the remote temple of Preah Khan, we have breakfast and the travel towards Kompong Thom and 
stop to explore the impressive pre-Angkorian capital of Isanapura, known today as Sambor Prei Kuk. The first major temple city 
in South-East Asia, the brick temples of Sambor Prei Kuk are a peaceful contrast to their more illustrious relatives at Angkor. 
We explore the main temples here, including Prasat Tao with its elaborately coiffured lions and Prasat Sambor, with its 
crumbling sanctuaries. We take lunch in kompong Thom and the continue southwards towards the Cambodian capital of Phnom 
Penh. We can stop en route to visit the elegant Prasat Guha Nokor, an 11th century sandstone and laterite temple set within the 
grounds of a modern wat. We arrive in Phnom Penh with time to relax and recover after our adventurous road trip. 
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Siem Reap to Phnom Penh Temple Safari                                     (5 days/4 nights) 
 
Day 1: Siem Reap to Banteay Chhmar  
Today, we travel northwest from Siem Reap to the incredible jungle temple of Banteay Chhmar, famous for its signature faces 
of Jayavarman VII. We travel to Svay Sisophon, which is an optional base for the night for those that prefer the comfort of a 
hotel. We continue north to the enigmatic temple of Banteay Top. Here the central tower has collapsed, only to be rebuilt and 
resembles a precarious tower of building blocks.  The interior includes original wooden supports, a rarity in this tropical 
climate. We then continue to the main temple of Banteay Chhmar for a thorough exploration. We see the magnificent carvings 
of Lokesvara with 32 arms, nicknamed lok sam-pee (Mr 32) by Khmers, as well as the beautiful Hall of Dancers, similar to the 
famous Preah Khan. After clambering about among this sleeping giant, we continue to explore the outer complex, including the 
outer gate of Ta Prohm, like a smaller cousin of the impressive Angkor Thom gates and protected by a moat. We spend the 
night in our safari tent under the shadow of a jungle-clad temple with four faces. 
 
Day 2: Banteay Chhmar via Preah Vihear to Tbeng Meanchey  
After enjoying an optional sunrise at beautiful Banteay Chhmar, we continue to journey into remotest Cambodia towards the 
magnificent mountain temple of Preah Vihear. We briefly break our journey at Anlong Veng, a former Khmer Rouge stronghold 
until the end of the civil war in 1998 before heading for Preah Vihear. The snaking road up the mountain is very steep in places 
and we eventually emerge at the second enclosure of this king of the mountain temples. We explore the temple on foot and 
continue onwards to the final level, clinging to a cliff face in the Dangrek Mountains, towering hundreds of metres above 
lowland Cambodia below. The views from this most mountainous of temple mountains are breathtaking, the foundation stones 
of the temple stretching to the edge of the cliff as it plunges precipitously away to the plains of Preah Vihear province below. 
We then head to the provincial town of Tbeng Meanchey for our overnight accommodation in a comfortable hotel. 
 
Day 3: Tbeng Meanchey to Koh Ker  
After breakfast we head for the remote Angkor capital of Koh Ker. The history of Cambodia is riven with dynastic spats and 
political intrigue and one of the most memorable came in the 10th century when Jayavarman IV (928-942) fell out with his 
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family, stormed off to the northwest and established the rival capital of Koh Ker. Although the capital for just 15 years, 
Jayavarman IV was determined to legitimise his rule through a prolific building programme that left a legacy of 30 major 
temples and some gargantuan sculpture that is on display in the National Museum in Phnom Penh. We visit the vast Prasat 
Thom, a seven-storey step pyramid, more Mayan than Khmer, with commanding views over the surrounding forest. Nearby is 
Prasat Krahom or Red Temple, named after the pinkish stone from which it is built. 

There are many more temples in the area, including the five towers of Prasat Ling, each enclosing a giant linga or 
fertility symbol. We then return to our camp for the night, spending the night in a smart safari near the walls of Prasat Thom. 
 
Day 4: Koh Ker to Preah Khan 
We rise early to enjoy a sunrise across the Koh Ker complex. After breakfast, we travel to the remote complex of Preah Khan. 
This extremely remote temple is often referred to as Preah Khan Kompong Svay by scholars or Prasat Bakan by locals. The 
largest single enclosure constructed during the age of Angkor, its total area is larger even than that of Angkor Thom and it is 
believed to have been the second city of the Khmer Empire, where mighty King Jayavarman VII was educated. 

There are several principal structures at Preah Khan, including four-faced Prasat Preah Stung, a trademark of 
Jayavarman VII constructed in the style of the Bayon, and delicate Prasat Damrei, or Elephant Temple, a small pyramid with 
two elegant carved elephants ceremoniously adorned by locals. After exploring this immense temple, we spend the night in our 
luxury safari tent. 
 
Day 5: Preah Khan to Phnom Penh 
After the option of sunrise at the remote temple of Preah Khan, we leave some time free to explore more of this vast complex. 
Later we travel towards Kompong Thom and stop to explore the impressive pre-Angkorian capital of Isanapura, known today as 
Sambor Prei Kuk. The first major temple city in South-East Asia, the brick temples of Sambor Prei Kuk are a peaceful contrast 
to their more illustrious relatives at Angkor. We explore the main temples here, including Prasat Tao with its elaborately 
coiffured lions and Prasat Sambor, with its crumbling sanctuaries. We travel towards the Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh.  
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BEACH SAFARIS TO THE SOUTH COAST OF CAMBODIA 

Imagine staying on an idyllic tropical beach nestled in the Gulf of Thailand with not another tourist in sight? It sounds like a 
fanciful dream, but with Hanuman’s signature Beach Safaris imagination becomes reality. Bring the beach experience to life 
with an offshore adventure to one of Cambodia’s undeveloped islands. Ever wondered what it was like to visit Koh Samui in the 
1970s before the advent of mass tourism? Well Cambodia is the place to find out. Stay in our smart African-style tents right on 
the pristine sands of these offshore islands and enjoy fresh seafood purchased directly from the local fishermen. Experience the 
essence of exploring while enjoying the comfort of home, this is the magic of a Beach Safari. 

It’s not for everyone, particularly those who are attached to their five-star touches, but for those with an eye for adventure 
and the taste for a unique experience, it is more memorable than your average beach break. We don’t promote these as 
destinations in themselves but in combination with resort stays in the popular beach destinations of Kep and Sihanoukville. 
Enjoy the comforts of Knai Bang Chatt in Kep or stay in Sokha Beach Resort with a Beach Safari to Ream National Park.  

We are also developing some new destinations for Beach Safari in the coming dry season, including Ream National Park near 
Sihanoukville, some of the offshore islands around Botum Sakor National Park and some ecotourism enclaves in the Cardamoms 
near the Chipat area. Ream National Park has some beautiful beaches and was featured as the closing segment of Samantha 
Brown’s Passport To Asia show on Cambodia for the Travel Channel, which can be viewed on Hanuman Travel TV, our very own 
Youtube channel. The offshore islands off the coast of Botum Sakor National Park are still very remote and much less developed 
than the islands closer to Sihanoukville. Highway 48 to Koh Kong is a beautiful road winding through the southern reaches of the 
Cardamom Mountains and is in very good shape. With new developments such as 4 Rivers Floating Ecolodge, we see the 
Cardamoms and Koh Kong taking off as a way to link Cambodia and Thailand overland with the possibility of a luxury beach 
resort on Koh Chang or the surrounding islands to round off the trip.  
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Beach Safari Adventure to Kep and Ream    (4 days/3 nights) 
 
Day 1: Phnom Penh to Kep via Takeo 

We leave Phnom Penh and travel south on National Highway 3 towards the south coast. We stop at Tonle Bati to visit the 
beautiful 12th century temple of Ta Prohm. Built by King Jayavarman VII, this temple is surrounded by tropical plants and is a 
tranquil sanctuary.  

We continue to Takeo where we enjoy a local lunch overlooking the water. We then travel by speedboat along an 
ancient canal to Phnom Da, a beautiful 8th century temple atop a small mount. An island in the wet season, when this area is 
inundated with water, it is surrounded by a sea of green ricefields in the dry season. We explore the brick temple on top of the 
hill and take in the magnificent views. We then follow a forest path to Asram Moha Russei, a curious hermit's shelter carved 
from sandstone.  

Later we return by speedboat to Takeo and transfer to our vehicle for our onward journey to the old French-era 
seaside resort of Kep. We check into a comfortable hotel for the night. 

 

Day 2: Cave Pagodas around Kep and Kampot 

We leave Kep and travel to the little town of Kompong Trach. For a long time this place was forgotten, as the civil war kept it 
off the map, but the new border crossing with Vietnam has seen a bit of a boom. We stop to visit the interesting cave temple of 
Wat Kirisan, built into the base of Phnom Sor. We travel through a small cave to a hidden chamber open to the elements, the 
sheer walls dripping with foliage. There are several hidden shrines here, as well as the Cave of a Thousand Ricefields, where 
locals claim the limestone looks like terraces. 

 We return to Kep to enjoy a freshly prepared lunch of seafood and some time for a swim. In the afternoon, we stop at 
the cave complex of Phnom Sorsia, a holy mountain peppered with shrines and grottoes. We visit White Elephant Cave and the 
100 Ricefields Cave. We then journey to Phnom Chhnork, a large cave that contains a 7th century brick temple in remarkable 
condition. This hidden temple is a very sacred place for local Khmers. Later we return to Kep, our base for the night. 
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Day 3: Kep to Ream Beach Safari  
We travel northwest to the pristine beaches of Ream National Park, where we will enjoy a comfortable African-style bush camp 
on the beach, offering a romantic and private seaview experience. After a lunch of fresh seafood, there is more time to enjoy 
the sun, sea and sand before we light the torches around the camp for a memorable night under the stars. 
 
Day 4: Onward travel to the next destination  
After a private breakfast on the beach, there are several options for guests depending on the full itinerary. One option is to 
travel to Sihanoukville by road to spend more time on the beach or travel to Phnom Penh to board a flight to Siem Reap to visit 
the temples of Angkor. An alternative is to cross the border into Vietnam and board a fast hydrofoil to the island of Phu Quoc to 
indulge in a relaxing end to the trip in a luxury resort. 
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